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political geographers are bound to consider in their analysis of
the State's internal affairs.

In addition to the relationships between economic and social
conditions and population, there is also the effect of the military
requirements of the State to be considered. The threat of war,
in some form or other, has never been absent from the world
and seems unlikely to be in the near future. From this point of
view, States fall into two categories, those which are actually
or potentially aggressive and those which are or may be subject
to the aggression of others, but, in each case, a proportion of
national resources, including population, is devoted to the armed
forces and, it should be noted, the prestige of the State is often
measured in terms of military power. This means that a varying
percentage of the man-power of every State is withdrawn from
directly productive work, more particularly during times of
international tension. Where a State, such as Britain or France,
has overseas commitments and at the same time is failing to
replace its domestic population, the clash between economic
and military demands for man-power becomes acute. Some
relief may be found in the employment of "native" troops
where these are available, but the bulk of the forces are recruited
from the population in the home country.

Quite apart from actual warfare, which has its own peculiar
effects on population trends, the peace-time maintenance of
armies, navies and air forces causes a steady drain on the
population in just those age groups from which they can least
conveniently be spared. Furthermore, the labour engaged in
armament industries of all kinds is not occupied in directly
productive employment in the strictly economic sense unless
the products are exported for sale. At the time of writing,
Britain is passing through a severe economic crisis, in part due
to shortage of labour, but is maintaining armed forces and
auxiliary services which absorb over a million people. The
following table, which has been compiled from an official
publication,1 illustrates the position in this country, which can
hardly be described as an aggressive State:

1 Economic Survey for 194.7. Command 7046* H.M.S.CX, February 1947,
Table A, p. 33.